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Y .. .. - The Change at CIA

,' * 'There are such strict limits to what is knowable about
the Central Intellisence Agency and its workings that
fa'ny discussion of Mr. Helms' departure from the direc-
:’tprship and Mr. Schiesinger's appointment to replace
hira must necessarily rest on a comparatively small store
of information. Even so, one or two things are plain.
And chief among these is the fact, evident from what
is known about the two men themselves, that one highly
qualified and eminently capable official is being re-
placed by another.

" Richard Helms has spent most of his professional life
‘in intelligence work, and he has acquired a reputation
among those qualified to judge, as a man of great hon-
esty and tough-mindedness. The term “tough-minded”
in this connection can only swmmon forth imaginary
zither musie for some people and visions of grown men
}unning around endlessly shoving each other under
trains. But Mr. Helms—unflappable, personally disin-
terested, and beyond the reach of political or ideological
pressures where his judgment is concerned—earned his
reputation for tough-mindedness in an intellectual
‘sense. As Agency Director, he has been fur less a public
Jfigure or cclebrity than some of his predecessors—Allen
-Dulles, for example, or John McCone—evidently prefer-
7ring to maintain a certain becoming obscurity. He has
~worked very cffectively with some of his overscers on
“the Hill. And, if the leaked {not by CIA) material, such
*as the Pentagon Papers, that has been appearing in the
press is any guide, he and his Agency have also served
‘their executive branch leaders with some distinction,
.One gets the impression that from the presumed efficacy
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of bombing the North Vietnamese to the presumed neces-
sity of responding to every wild surmise of what the
Russians were up to in nuclear weapons development,
Mr. Helms has offered a practical, dispassionate and
rigorously honest—if not always popular—view.

That the Congress will be pushing for some greater
degree of responsiveness from the CIA in the coming
session scems pretty certain. And there also is at least
a chance that internal bureaucratic difficulties at the
Agency will require some managerial rearrangements.
In a way, solely because he comes to CIA from outside
(not from up the ranks), James Schlesinger may be
specially suited to take on both. But he has other quali-
fciations. At the Rand Corporation in California, Mr,
Schlesinger did analytic work that gave him more than
a passing familiarity with the intelligence estimating
business. At the Budget Bureau—as it was then known
—in the early days of the Nixon administration he
proved himself a very astute, not to say downright cold--
eyed, scrutinizer of military budget requests. His brief
term at the AEC was notable in several respects. Mr.’
Schlesinger bucked the pressure of the atomic energy
establishment to insist that the AEC take note of and
respond to the claims of its ecological critics. And he
attempted to push the agency back from its political role
toward the more disinterested service role it was meant
in the first place to fulfill. He, like Mr. lelms, is
demonstrably a man of talent, dedication and impressive
intellect. We should have been content to see them
stay on in their. present jobs. But if Mr. Helms is to
lecave the Central Intelligence Agency, we think Mr.
Schlesinger is a first class choice to replace him.
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By Thomas B. Ross

Sun-Times Burnsu

WASHINGTON -~ The White
House announced ‘thursday
that Atomic Energy Commis-
sion Chairman James R,
Schlesinger will replace Rich-
ard M, Helme as director of
the Central Intellizence Agon-

©cy. The announcement was
made in Key liscayne, Fla,

Press secrelary Ronald L.
Ziegler sald President Nixon
Interds (o nominate Belms as
ambassador to Iram,

The Sun-Times disclosed the
Schlesinzer appoininient three
weeks ago and reported
Helms' transfer to Iran in ils
Thursday ediiions.

Ziegler porirayed Helms' de-
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parture from the CIA as voI"n-
tary. e said Helms told Mr.,
Nixon he wantea to abide by a
policy he established that CIA
officials retire at age 60.
Helms will be 69 in ‘\hxch.

On the cother hand, friends
and associates of Helms in-

dicated he was leaving the
agency reluctantly after 23

years of intelligence work,
Ziegler conceded there had
been some differences over
Helms' assessment of Soviet
missile deployment and  the
North  Vietnamese offensive
last spring. But le Insisted it
would be “off the mark” to
suggest any White lHouse un-
hﬂppmcss with Helms

He praised lelms' *‘dedi-
cated sezvxcc” and smd tlu.
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White House wus “tofa 2y sat-
istied™ with his parforance.

1 disclosing the Schlesinger
appointment on Dee. 2, The
Sun-Times reported that na-
tional securily affairs adviser
Henry A, Kissinger had  di-
rected a serles of complains
against the CIA’s work under
Helms, particularly abour its
Intelligence reports prior to
the North Vietnamese offen-
sive.

There have also been in-
dications that Mr. Nixon felt
Helms had not kept a tight
enouzh rein on the CIA's
spending. Schlesinger, former
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. assistant director of the Oifice

of Management and Budget,
will be expected to enforce
Onater fmancml (hSCJplme on
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the 33 bilnor a year budget of
the CTA and the other In-
leHigence agencies,

Schblesinger, 43, 15 a nativo of
Now York Ciy and a summa
cuim Jaude graducte of Har-
vard where he also {ook his
PhD,

e was named head of the
AEC last year and quickly
came under criticism by both

the environment and oil loh- °

hivs  fory promoting nuclear
power plants,

lelms, who was named head
of the CT4 in 1368, is a career
feilizence  operative  who
moved 10 1% agency on i3 in-
ception in 1947 afier vrarime
service in the Qifice of Strate-
gic Services,

AR.06. 3

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000300350002-2

-



Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP

OV LEWIS YALLONSRKRY

CLA: The Myth and h,( Mad-
ness by Patrick .‘, ‘.
vey iSatunrday
Prezs: S0.05)

The ClA has
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generally

created an image of dar-
ing, competent, rezource-

Iul and well-armed men,
dm'ung throueh exoiice usl-
Tevs, living in fush hoteis,
in countries around the
world in pursuit of infor-
mation vital to 1he ne-
tion's seeurity,

Thiz imace s toraliv
hlown hv this comprehsn-
sive look at the CLAL writ-
ten by a man who wez an

Times  Baok  critic Dobert
Kirsch is on vaceation, Todav's
qunst reviewer is Lewis Yob-
tonsky.

acent as<ioncd (o a vaviety
of pazis for 14 vears. From
MeGarvey's point of view:
"The intelifoence commu-
nity 12 & buresuceratic mor-
azs, o framanenied,  dise
joinfed eifort in which nn

one acemaz responsihie for
momentlous accizions,
whetre vesiod interexis o
(()‘l:l‘.' ]) anae ool SFNIS)
ane anolther, where >en of
varied expartise stific the
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wreteked hali-merares of
compromieg
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would e better
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Inoanother shiahtly jonee
dirdtied prowet, @ CLA
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hina, it
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Hver was packed in dre b

ard shipped to Washin:-
tnir, The purpose was in

detcet nuelear tallout over
mainland China.
The CTA Dt

according

to MeGorvey, ofien pro-
vided ridicuious and cast-
v Bvtetioence; as foroex-

ample in the pianning of
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the American raids on the
%on l"»\ Prisoner of Wir
Camp in North Vieinanm,
Acting en CIN intel
lizence, 1he Ameviesn
Armiy, with the
of the s=cretary of ¢
and President Nivoo,

stormed this prison conn
to Tree Aonerican P -
ors, It proved 1o be sac of
America’s mest 1.'! IGRRTRE
biunders <o sinee  there
were 1o .;3‘..:“1(¢111 prizon-
er3 i men Tav,

Kennedy Aura
Arother deadle Blupdes
of ClA imielizence was
theiv eroaneous assega.
menta of e strensth of
e Vicosomezo Commu-
ni=t forees in South Vier-
e CLA provided in-

nary, i

that hall a di-
cnee on o \ineri-
Taleuy o,

=oo0on the pomber
2 iGslin
Aeenrding o Ve

Ginrvew, 'n vl ihe :nm)! “2m
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nave

.‘ capn his
: LA durine
an optimiztic period i its
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and the conniry's hidom
“This waz the tme of 10
avra nf John Kennedye; the
rhetorie;  the  glitter w7
Scehlesinzers, Hilamooo.
ad Galbraithsy the o
poolside  parties and -
clamor of Georgotowrn
mard  government  sery
in Washingion, the
respectable place
roung men to b after co'-
lege and service hitches, 1
eried al JU7N's inangural
address, His "Ask not wha
vour courtry can do for
vort! grabhe rl me and hun-
mh of guys like me."

It ook 14 vears for him
o arrive at a point of des-
pair and dizmuzt with the
svatemr and Bis job in it
He saw (he phennmennon
of the "buirmed-out"
ligence officer, or the sowv
whncame in from Ui
eold, us a rea! p"().ﬂr‘
that was accented Dland!y
ad pard of the game.
“Dureascracy, ('om(m,m_\.
ind poper milt are more
meaninglul power
phrazes to an intellisent
profezsional than eonp d'c-
Pt clandestine opera-
tions, or even spy."
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